letcher famzly spent

'20s in Pukaskwa area.

NOREEN TOWERS. -

How would you - like a
Christmas dinner of bannock
and winter radish?.

That was the Yuletide menu
for G. Learmont Fletcher,
December: 25, 1934, and the
banquet table was one of Lake
Superior's icy. cobblestone
beaches. . Bad weather had
forced them to
craft for refuelling,

Lee - Fletcher -
Sault Naturalists in_ the Li-
brary Centennial Room Tues-
day evening. The speaker is
woods superintendent of Abi-
tibi Paper Company, and his
subject was e. Pukaskwa
district. ;

Mr. Fletcher’s association
with the, wilderness an as
a child of four. The family,
father, mother and two small
sons, arrived at the Pukaskwa
River site of the Lake Super-

r Paper Co., a subsidiary of
the Spanish River Paper Co.,
. in 1920. Mr. Fletcher Sr. was
* depot clerk attending to pay-
roll and accounting,

During the peak years 200-
300 residents were in the area.
The childrea were educated
by correspondence courses. In
those days children started to
read early. Dr. Hamill, now of

Blind River, wag the general :

gacﬂﬁoner The camp closed
1930 becanse of the depres-

; Pukaskwa National
2 has an area of 500
square miles on the northeast
houlder of Lake ~Superior,
jere are about 100 miles of

vacant shoreline. ' At point”
Isacor, the rises abrupt-
~ ly 400-500 feet, Further irland
Tip Top Mountain, r 2,100
feet, domina the area.

 The feat took him tw
but he" consitfexed ‘the spec-*
_ tacular vista worth the’ eﬁort

A Hydro road s the nearest :

access point to the - mountain. -
The Pukaskwa is the largest.
of several ﬁ% Jin the areas

to. beach their
ldd:ressed;

* shore island.
sighting the: smoke thought the /

and offers ihe only way into
the hinterland.

A sand bar at the river
mouth results in a lagoon that

affords excellent fishing.. Mr." °

Fletcher recalls the rainbow,
lake trout and coasters that

. were in_abundance, There is

an excellent harbor. j
The - speaker.. Treminisces
about  the  icy waters .of

Imogene - Creek. His father
had a theory that if a swim- '

mer plunged into the Imogene .
first, the waters of Superior
would seem warm by compari-
son.

He had fond memories of an

accident - prome clinker-built
boat that had a tendeéncy to
sink when left unattended. On
a trip to
they ran aground at Moore’s
Point. The lack of runnming
lights caused some meem
To be mistaken for a
runner had certain ‘
fences.

A. Y. Jackson’s
is a painting of
ing cabin at the s

Su;pvphes were

sad day when th
boat left in'the

stampede greeted the first

arrival in the spring.

One year, some prmksters s
fire on an off - |

built a tarpa
-residents, on

first boat had arrived.
team 75 miles from Whi

River about ev 7 ten da s
The mail carriers had two

Sault Ste. Marle(.

Michipicoten Island.
~ dians travelled there to tap a
~ stand of maple trees on the

Mail was br(mghhin by dog o

the residents had for Lake
Superior, few got into serious

-trouble. Travellers would pull

up on shore and sit out the
bad weather.

There were wolves, foxes
and kangaroo. mice. Ground
hogs found their way to this
unlikély spot. They are usual-
ly found in agricultural land.

There is a story behind the

i namimg of Homer and Byron

townships.. The government
offered $25,000 as an incentive
for the discovery of tin.
Homer Penney - deposited
some tin in the area, and
spread the word of the dis-
covery. A geologist, even

. though he was ill, realized the

ore had originated in Wales.
The MacDougal brothers

found magnetite ore in 1900.

Dr. - Bell, a geologist, after

- inspecting the site, continued

on down the river, and met the
Pukaskwa family, During his
time there, the Indian mother

ied. The remainder of the
family perished on a frip I':lo
e -

island. J
Frank Perry ﬁe Michi-
an Sault landed in 1904 and

teams, and the trip took rough- - J1¢

ly five days:
.After th d

- moose

ous: - In Ma:

S Fletcher

the mvel

latic
Mr. Fletcher. stated 1 have
the wilderness in my bl

rs st

; lfbeir hves Perhaps

> dims the loneliness, iso-
“and the cold. . . 'But as




